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1. Basic concepts 

The remarkable progress of science and technology in the 20th century promoted prosperity and created conditions for the improvement of society’s quality of life.  These benefits, however, have not reached a great part of the world’s population.  Health, education, housing, food, water and energy and many other aspects related to human welfare, still denied, today, to significant number of people in the whole world, can be improved and become accessible through the continued progress in science and technology.  To make this happen, the barriers that difficult the exploitation of the opportunities of usage of science and technology for the solution of problems that affect this less-favored group of the society need to be widely discussed, involving all the social agents and not only those pertaining to the scientific and governmental levels.  
At the same time that science and technology advance, the importance of ethical, environmental and security aspects increases:  possible applications of science, technology and innovation (ST&I) can threaten the future of mankind and the planet.  Considering the trends of acceleration of the progress in ST&I and the need of promoting sustainable development, it is necessary to create visions of the future in order to place scientific and technological development in the route of the desired vision of future and, also, under some kind of control or monitoring.  
This challenge necessarily must include the consolidation of public dialogue and the reflection on the future of ST&I activities within the most diverse sectors of the society.  The systematic search for a common future is essential for the orientation of the present actions. 
Among the main problems that constrain modern society are:  the advances of economic development and global climate changes; security and terrorism; control of infectious and contagious diseases; nanotechnologies, biotechnology and genetically modified organisms, human beings cloning and related bioethics problems.  International efforts looking forward to solutions for these questions are each time more demanded, since it is imperative to grasp the opportunities without, however, forgetting that the risks must be controlled.
As a result of the increasing complexity of the problems that humankind has to face currently, the imperatives of globalization and the growth of competitiveness in international markets, the risks are, many times, beyond the control of a country or a region.  Such questions also are out of the control of scientific and technological communities, because many of the problems to be faced involve, besides scientific questions, other questions, of diversified natures, such as revision of social and political systems and consensus construction that allow the elaboration of laws, regulations and standards, international cooperation, constitution of global networks, as well as the establishment of goals on the desired future for human society.  

Public policies face the challenge to stimulate citizen’s participation in questions that involve science, technology and society.  The decisions must be enlarged to initiatives that contemplate the right to information and participation of society as a basic requirement for democracy.  
The Seminar SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND SOCIETY:  NEW MODELS OF GOVERNANCE - a result of the International Seminar Technology, Risks and Uncertainty: Challenges for a Democratization of Science, held in Florianópolis (Brazil) in April 15-17, 2004 - will focused on the importance of involving society in the decision making process, intends to be an open space for discussions and to have in each participant a strong commitment to debate and to search for alternatives that help to solve common problems of the society.  This Seminar will be lead in four distinct sessions, and each session is initiated with the presentation of a position paper for a selected specialist (not the author), followed of debates for the proper authors, and the participants in general.
We expect to generate, to add, to integrate and to spread out knowledge, besides formulating strategies to implement some of the proposals that will result of the Seminar, inaugurating a new moment for these activities in Brazil, reflecting an international trend that has demonstrated the increasing importance of society participation in the decisions on the future, in the context of science and technology and innovation, as a strategical instrument for support decision taking.

2. Objectives and Topics
Objectives
· To contribute to the sensitization on new perceptions on the relations between science, technology and society and representatives of key-sectors of the academy, government, industry, non governmental organizations, among others;    
· to promote debates on citizens participation on the decision making processes on technological innovations of controversial character, given the uncertainty of its risks;   
· to discuss on the most appropriate strategies to conduct such debate on ethical, social, economic,  and political questions in Brazilian public institutions in order to promote democratization and socialization of information;    
· to expand knowledge interchange and to integrate different identified approaches, to contribute to benefit foresight activities in ST&I with an integrated vision of the different social and cultural factors that influence the participation of citizens in critical questions of science and technology.
Topics
· Challenges for a new agenda for the relations between science, policy making and different publics facing global controversies on scientific and technological innovations

· The Brazilian contextualization

· Formulation of more efficient strategies for public participation in the scientific debate in Brazil elaborated through a comparative framework

· Characterization and evaluation of strategies for public participation on the scientific debate;

· The European contextualization and description of the experiences

· State of the art on the evaluations of those experiences

· Global information flows and its interconnection with the role of the media in the communication of risk;

· The European contextualization

· Formulation of more efficient strategies for public communication of risk in relation to controversial and uncertain scientific and technological innovations, elaborated through a global framework

· Negotiation and dialogue between academy and society: generation of new regulation and governance conditions for a sustainable development

· The Brazilian context
· New ethical behavior patterns for researchers and scientific and technological publications
· Research evaluation and assessment
· Science, Technology and Innovation prospective studies and the need to involve society in the decision making process
· Foresight and Regional Development

· National exercises on Foresight – The Irish experience

3. Organizers & Sponsors

CGEE – Center for Strategic Management and Studies

Fapesp - The State of São Paulo Research Foundation
Embrapa – The Brazilian Agricultural Research Corporation
UFSC – Federal University of Santa Catarina

4. Practical Information

Seminar Location

The Seminar takes place in the Center for Strategic Management and Studies - CGEE at SCN - Quadra 02 - Bloco “A” – Salas 1102/1103 

Corporate Financial Center

70712-900 – Brasília – DF – Brazil
Important Schedules

Thursday, 25th, November – position paper

Thursday, 9th /Friday, 11th, December – Seminar

Saturday, 11th, December – discussion about next steps – Technical Committee and Authors of the position papers.

Language

The official language of the Seminar will be English with simultaneous translation from/to Portuguese.
Executive Secretariat

Center for Strategic Management and Studies – CGEE

e-mail: seminar@cgee.org.br
Technical Committee
Marcio de Miranda Santos – General Coordinator - CGEE

Júlia Guivant –Coordinator – UFSC

Murilo Xavier Flores - Embrapa

Carlos Vogt - Fapesp 

Dalci Maria dos Santos – CGEE

Gilda Massari Coelho - CGEE

	Program of the Seminar

	Thursday, 9th December
9:00 9:30

· Registration of Participants

10:00
10:40
· Welcome and opening
Round table: objectives and background of the Seminar
Dr. Evando Mirra de Paula e Silva – CGEE - President 
Dr. Clayton Campanhola – Embrapa – President
Dra. Júlia Guivant – UFSC
Dr. Carlos Vogt - Fapesp
10:40

11:20
Session 1: Institutional challenges on the relations between S&T systems and society, facing global controversies on technological innovations.
Discussant: Carlos Vogt – Fapesp
Coordinator: Maria Aparecida Stallivieri Neves - Finep
11:20
11.40

     Coffee-break
11:40 12:20
· Speeches from: Julia Guivant (UFSC)  e Alan Irwin (Dean of the Faculty of Social and Environmental Studies, University of Liverpool, Inglaterra)
12:20 13:00

· Open discussion
13:00 14:30

Lunch
14:30

15:10
Session 2: Global information flows and its interconnections with the role of the media in the communication for the society of the risks associated to new technologies.
Discussant: Marcelo Leite – Folha de São Paulo

Coordinator: Murilo Flores - Embrapa

15:10 16:00

· Speeches from: Carlos Vogt (Fapesp) and Gert Spaargaren (Wageningen Agricultural University, Holanda)
 16:00

 16:20
· Coffee-break
16:20
17:30

· Open discussion
17:30

     Closure of the First Day

18:00

 Coktail
Friday, 10th December
10:00

10:40
Session 3: Negotiation and dialogue between academy and society: generation of new regulation and governance conditions for a sustainable development.
Discussant: Geraldo Eugênio de França – Embrapa


Coordinator: Julia S. Guivant - UFSC

10:40
11:00

· Coffee-break
11:00  11:40
· Speeches from: Murilo Flores (Embrapa) and Pierre-Benoit Joly (Diretor de Pesquisa, INRA, França)
11:40 12:30

· Open discussion
12:30

14.00

  Lunch
14:00

14:40
     Session 4: Foresight, social engagement and new models of governance
Discussant: Cel. Oswaldo Oliva – NAE-SECOM

Coordinator: Gilda Massari Coelho - CGEE
14:40 15:00

· Speech from: Marcio de Miranda Santos – CGEE
  15:00

  16:00
· Open discussion
16:00

16:30

      Closing Session 

      Dr. Evando Mirra de Paula e Silva

      Final remarks
Saturday, 11th December
9:00

12:00

· Evaluation of Seminar results and discussion about next steps 




